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 “The Lord is my strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts,  

and I am helped; my heart exults, and with my song I give thanks to him.” 

Psalm 28:7 
 

SESSION MINI-MINUTES 
Submitted by Jan Mernone, Clerk 

 

Just a few facts to share relating to Thanksgiving. ”It wasn’t until 1863, in the midst of the Civil 

War, that President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed a national Thanksgiving Day to be held each 

November.  Then in 1941 Congress finally designated the fourth Thursday in November as 

Thanksgiving Day, thus creating a federal holiday.” 

Thinking about the first Thanksgiving… Here is Edward Winslow’s account of the foods they enjoyed.  

“There was venison, fowl (geese, duck), corn, nuts, shellfish, beans, pumpkins, squash, corn (served in 

the form of bread or porridge).”  No matter what you are eating or who you are sharing the day with, 

have a safe and grateful day. 

 

*These facts were taken from The Old Farmer’s Almanac* 
 

 

To the here and now…The September 2023 Income and Expense Statement shows income of 

$13,577.80 and expenses of $13,315.32.   Pastor Peter noted that all were welcome at Wednesday 

morning Bible Study.  He also mentioned that there were 8 visitors on Sunday October 22. He made 

14 contacts this month. Deacons continue to handle prayer concerns, Meals-on-Wheels, Home 

Communion, Chrismons, cards, and manage Memorial bricks (which are all installed, sealed and 

grouted).  Clerk noted that communion was observed on October 1 with 48 in church and 6 taken 

home communion.  Communion on November 5 will be prepared and served by Judy Lovejoy, Birgit 

and Karl Kreck, and Fred Johnson.  The Misconduct, Ethics, Conflict of interest, Anti-Racism revision 

committee met October 4 and 23 and finished their report to present to session.  All papers related 

to The Code of Ethics for Officers can be found in the procedures manual after session approval.   

Officers will sign one (1) form in January of each year. Finance reports that with 75% of the year 

completed, the general fund offering is at 82.73%.  Steve Baker reported that the Endowment Fund 

total as of September 29 was $312,306.61.  The Stewardship Campaign will be concluded October 

29.  Finance is working on the budget for 2024.  The budget will be finalized in November then 

submitted to Session for approval.  

 

Nurturing the Church   Pulpit flowers are being handled by Dana Baker. Nurture is making plans 

for advent which starts December 3, this year it will be called Chrismon Sunday.  Christmas Eve will 

be a Sunday so we will have our regular Sunday morning service then our Christmas Eve service that 



2 

evening. Mission and Outreach of the Church/Neighborhood Outreach   Our congregation gave 

$7595 to the Garden Well Project.  To address homelessness and Tenant Rights, Outreach will be 

sponsoring an Offering of Letters on Sunday November 19.  These letters will be sent to state 

legislators asking for reform of Indiana’s Tenant Rights legislation.  Inreach reported 18 prayer 

request in August and 15 in September. Maintaining Jan McFerran reported that there will be a 

violin recital on December 9 from 1-4 in the sanctuary and fellowship hall. Maintaining will set up 

fellowship hall November 15 for the Thank Dinner.  The search continues for the title to the church 

bus.   New Business   Officer training will be December 2, 9-12.  We will also have de-fib training at 

this meeting.  Any Officer whose term is up in 2023 please turn in your Officer Notebook to the office 

or the clerk. 

 

Stay safe, stay cool (or warm) and most of all be happy.  Happy Thanksgiving! 

Ye Ole Clerk 
 

THANK DINNER 
Submitted by Judy Lovejoy and Pastor Peter Zinn 

 

Thank Dinner is coming!  The annual Thank Dinner, sponsored by Presbyterian Women, will be 

Wednesday, November 15.  We'll start dinner at 6:00 p.m. Discovery Circle will provide the turkey, 

mashed potatoes, and gravy. The remainder is a pitch-in, so bring a salad, vegetable or dessert to 

share! Our special guest speaker will be Rabbi Dr. Aaron Spiegel, President and Executive Director of 

the Greater Indianapolis Multi-Faith Alliance. He will speak to us about homelessness and housing 

issues here in Indiana. The Thank Offering will also be dedicated at the dinner. Be sure to join us for 

a wonderful evening of fellowship! 

 

OFFERING OF LETTERS – SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19TH 
Submitted by Judy Lovejoy 

 

Did you know that most low-income people spend at least half of their income on housing and one 

in four of those families spend over 75 percent?   Evictions are common.   Only one in four families 

who qualify for housing assistance actually receive it.  Many families end up living in sub-standard 

housing and, because of lax tenant’s rights laws in Indiana, have no ability to force landlords to 

comply with their lease contract.   

 

Tenant’s rights laws are a state responsibility. During Coffee Fellowship on Sunday, November 19, we 

will be writing letters to our state legislators asking them to strengthen tenant’s rights legislation in 

Indiana. The goal of our Offering of Letters is to encourage the legislature to improve our laws as a 

way of insuring better housing for all residents of the State of Indiana. 

 

Information will be available to help you compose a letter as well as names and addresses of 

legislators. Paper, envelopes, and stamps will all be provided. Outreach will also provide some extra 

special goodies to eat while we write. You’ll want to be there! 
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A NOTE FROM YOUR DEACONS 
Submitted by Betty Gilliland 

 

All year we have chosen a shut-in for our card shower recipient each month.  We want to thank you 

for sending your cards and letting them all know that we miss them.  We have completed our list at 

this time.  So for the month of November, the month of Thanksgiving, we are asking that you choose 

someone from church that you are thankful for and send them a card or a note telling them why you 

are thankful for them.  Again, we want to thank you for participating in this endeavor this past year. 

 

BOY SCOUT NEWS 
Submitted by Dave Baker 

Liaison for BSA Troop #266 

BSA Troop #266 Troop Meetings are  

Thursdays from 7:00pm to 8:30 pm 

Meeting in the Fellowship Hall 
 

 

 October meetings are as follows: 11/2, 11/9, 11/16 and 11/30 

 No Meeting 11/23 due to Thanksgiving 

 11/3 Friday – 11/5 Sunday Troop Campout at Adventure Point @ Ransburg Scout Reservation; Leave 

Church on Friday at 5:30pm. Return Sunday around noon. 

 11/9 Thursday - Bring Scout Book for Advancement Recording 7:00pm 

 11/11 Saturday – University Scouting (Boy Scouts) @ Carmel High School; Leave Church @ 8am 

 11/12 Sunday – Firecrafter Alumni Association Meeting @ Camp Belzer. Leave Church @ 12:45pm 

 11/12 Sunday – John Hensley Eagle Project Work Day @ 1pm @ Mr. Hensley’s Woodworking Shop 

 11/18 Saturday - John Hensley Eagle Project Work Day @ 10am @ Mr. Hensley’s Woodworking Shop 

 11/20 Monday – 11/24 Friday – Thanksgiving Break 

 11/24 Friday – Troop Parking Fundraiser for IHSAA Football State Championship @ Lucas Oil 

Stadium; Leave Church @ 6pm 

 11/25 Saturday - Troop Parking Fundraiser for IHSAA Football State Championship @ Lucas Oil 

Stadium; Leave Church @ 10pm 

 11/27 Monday - Adult Committee Meeting at GPC - Time @ 7:00 - 8:00 pm 

 11/30 Thursday - Path to Eagle for Life Scouts (30 minutes) @ 6:30pm 

 11/30 Thursday – Help GPC with Christmas Decorations @ 7:15pm. See Mrs. Lowes 

 

CUB SCOUTS #266–Meetings are every Thursday at 6pm until 7pm except the 4th Thursday go until 8:30pm  

 No Meeting 11/23 due to Thanksgiving 

 All other Activities see Cub Scout Leaders - Erik Moening 

 

Anybody interested in Scouting please contact the Scout Leaders or the Church Office. 
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Recipe of the Month 

Submitted by Fran Mitchell 

 

YUMMY APPLE DIP 

Ingredients 

 8oz Cream Cheese 

 1 cup brown sugar 

 

 1 teaspoon vanilla 

 1 cup chopped peanuts 

 

Mix together and use as dip for apple slices! Yum! 

 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cut ice cream with a knife  
when serving to a crowd! 

Submitted by Fran Mitchell 
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JUST FOR FUN 
Submitted by Fran Mitchell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A THANKSGIVING REMINDER 
Submitted by Lauren Underwood 

Retrieved from ChurchandGospel.com 

 

What do you have to be thankful for this year? A new job? Better health? New friends? For many of 

us Thanksgiving is just another day on the calendar, a time to get together with family and eat a big 

meal. This is the only time of the year that many people bother to stop and think about what they 

have to be thankful for. Take note: Such an attitude is unhealthy and unbiblical. 

 

The Bible teaches us about thanksgiving in many places and in many ways. The word “thanksgiving” 

shows up throughout Scripture. In fact, that word and others related to it appear over 140 times in 

the Bible. To put that in perspective, the word “gospel” is used less than 100 times. That’s not to say 

the “gospel” is less important but that “thanksgiving” is more important than most of us realize. 

 

Why is thanksgiving so important? The Word of God gives thanksgiving a vital place in the life of the 

believer. The one who has a thankful heart is one that gives God the worship He deserves. 
 

Feel the heartbeat of thanksgiving in the most famous of the “thanksgiving” psalms, Psalm 100. 
 

Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth. 

Serve the Lord with gladness; 

Come before Him with joyful singing. 

Know that the Lord Himself is God; 

Submitted by Fran Mitchell 
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It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; 

We are His people and the sheep of His pasture. 

Enter His gates with thanksgiving 

And His courts with praise. 

Give thanks to Him, bless His name. 

For the Lord is good; 

His loving kindess is everlasting 

And His faithfulness to all generations. 

 

Listen to Paul’s attitude of gratitude as he reminds us that we should thank God for all things. 
 

And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who 

are called according to His purpose (Rom 8:28). 

 

So, thank God regularly. Worship Him with thanksgiving and song. Thank Him for the big things in 

your life. Thank Him for the small. Thank Him for the good and thank Him for the bad. More 

importantly, thank Him day in and day out, not just on “Thanksgiving” day. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
 
 

NOVEMBER DECEMBER 

11 Claire Combs 3 Kay Talley 

12 Lynn Jewell 7 Olivia Wages 

14 Diane Hanson 8 Alyssa Jewell 

16 Rosemary Miner 10 Eleanor Mitchell 

17 Mary Ellen Goe 11 Rev. Peter Zinn 

25 John Zeigler 16 Janett Lowes 

 Emma Blythe  Mike Wood 

28 Becky Nelson 20 Steve Baker 

  24 Betty Kinnear 

 

SUBMISSIONS TO PRESBY PRESS:  gpc.presbypress@yahoo.com 
Or by placing in the Presby Press mailbox in the office 

Editor: Lauren Underwood 

SOCIAL MEDIA: www.facebook.com/GreenwoodPres           WEBSITE: greenwoodpres.org 
For those unable to join us in-person, we stream digital services on our Facebook page. 

https://www.facebook.com/greenwoodpres/live 
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