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Take a basket of Christmas goodies to 
your local fire and police stations.  

Hang a favorite Christmas 
tree ornament from your 
car’s rear-view mirror. 
 

Check for loose or burned-out bulbs 
before you put the strands of lights on 
the tree. 

Don’t forget our feathered friends 
during the holidays. Spread peanut 
butter on pine cones, then roll them 
in birdseed and hang them on a tree 
near your window. 
 

Recycle.  Instead of throwing away wrinkled ribbon, run it through a 
curling iron to straighten it.  Use wrinkled wrapping paper as packing 
material.  
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 “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive  

and bear a son, and shall his name Immanuel. “ 
Isaiah 7:14 

 

SESSION MINI-MINUTES 
Submitted by Jan Mernone, Clerk 

 

We are looking forward to Advent and the Christmas Season. Our Christmas Eve Service will feature 
“Readings and Carols” at 7pm.  Christmas Day there will be regular worship but no coffee fellowship.   
 
Pastor Peter will lead an Advent study at 10am starting 11/30 through 12/21 on “The Meaning is in the 
Waiting”.  Judy Lovejoy will host a Zoom class in January on Monday at 7pm using the book “From Widows 
to Warriors”.  
 
We are so happy to welcome Hilary Combs into our fellowship.  We are now 110 members strong. The 
finance committee presented the budget for 2023. Thanks to you there was a 9% increase in general offering 
pledged and unpledged money.  The Finance Committee also shared their plans for the playground.   Part 
of Phase 1 has already been done; to finish we will install simple moveable play equipment.  Phase 2 (Spring 
2023) a new play area barrier will be installed along with some new equipment. Nurture is sending Kudos 
to Janett Lowes for her many and varied activities for the children.  There were 25 prayer requests in 
October. The GPC will have a full page color ad in the Johnson County 200th Anniversary Book.  Pastor 
Peter will be on vacation from January 5--January 12, 2023.  These are my mini minutes in a “nutshell”.   
Have a joyous time in all you do this Holiday Season.    Ye Ole Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Merry Christmas from 

Ye Ole Clerk  
 
                                                                                           

      CHRISTMAS SMELL 
1 quart pineapple juice 
1 quart water 
1 quart apple cider 
2 pieces fresh ginger, peeled 
3 cinnamon sticks 
1 T. whole cloves 
1 T. whole allspice 
1 T. pickling spice 
 
Place all in (UNCOATED pan), 
bring to boil.  Simmer 
 
 

Fill your house with the holiday fragrance 
of cloves, orange peel, and cinnamon 
sticks simmering on the kitchen stove.  
Recipe taken from Mitford Cookbook and 
Kitchen Reader 

All these 
suggestions 
came from 

The Little Book 
of Christmas 

Joys 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN CATALOG 
Submitted by Judy Lovejoy 

 

This Christmas give a gift that shows you care.  Chose from three items in this year’s Presbyterian Giving 
Catalogue.  You can purchase one or more items.  You can buy an item yourself or give a portion of the 
cost and join with others to purchase it.  Your gift could help provide a stable source of income for a family 
in a developing part of the world. Please be sure to indicate the gift you choose on your check or envelope. 
This year’s choices are: 
 
Sewing machine ($50) 
A sewing machine isn’t just for use at home.  Sewing equipment can be just what someone needs to launch 
a business that mends, alters and sells clothing and linens.   
 
Winter heating fuel for refugees ($240) 
Winters in Syria can be harsh, lasting three to four months.  Meanwhile, fuel continues to be scarce and 
costly for refugees still awaiting emigration.  For just 65 cents per day, you can provide the fuel necessary 
to keep a refugee family warm for the entire winter. 
 
Land Tenure Training and Protection ($65) 
Many families around the world keep food on the table through their inherited land and agricultural 
knowledge—and for them, the threat of land grabbing by private companies or family members is real and 
very present.  Support training and advocacy efforts to help ensure retention of land passed down through 
generations. 
 
For some added fun this year the children’s Sunday School Class will be creating a paper chain to visualize 
how much we give.  How long we make? Watch it grow each week, starting from the narthex! 

 
CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING 

 
Through the Christmas Joy Offering we reflect God’s perfect gift to us, with generous support of church 
leaders among us—past, present, and future.  Fifty percent of the offering goes to support retired church 
workers and their families as well as current workers who find themselves in critical need.  The other 50% 
supports young people enrolled in minority schools sponsored by the PCUSA.  The offering will be 
dedicated on Christmas Day, December 25. 
 

 FROM WIDOWS TO WARRIORS 
Submitted by Judy Lovejoy 

 

New Bible study on Zoom, Mondays 7:00-8:00 p.m.  January 9 through February 13 
 
Our winter Bible Study on Zoom will be based on the book “From Widows to Warriors” by Lynn Japinga.  
Judy Lovejoy will lead the discussion.  We all know the names and stories of dozens of strong, competent 
men in the Bible but how many determined, powerful women can we name?  The Bible is full of them and 
we will be learning about 42 of them beginning Monday, January 9 at 7 pm.  Sign up on the bulletin board 
across from the office.  If you need help getting in Zoom, talk with Judy.  You can use a computer, tablet, 
or smart phone to connect. 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN NEWS 
Submitted by Bev Fiandt 

 
At the P.W. Board meeting on October 30th, it was decided to continue the Rummage and Bake Sale in 
2023. Other fundraisers seem to require more work, planning and personnel. For many years, the R&B Sale 
has been fully thought out, planned and practiced. It has been helped along by everyone’s efforts. So…until 
we can no longer hand it, “We’ve got this.” Recipients of our 2022 profits are: 
 

 Greenwood Meals on Wheels  St. Thomas Clinic 

 The Refuge, Inc.  Habitat for Humanity Johnson County 

 Interchurch Food Pantry of Johnson County  Camp Pyoca and Retreat Center 

 Presbyterian Disaster Assistance  KIC-IT 

 Youth Connections  Dorcas Baskets 

 Presbyterian Mission Pledge  

 
MEMBER CARE 

Submitted by Lauren Underwood 

 
A new department of Session has been formed for 2023! Expanding on some duties from Outreach and 
some from Nurture, the new Member Care department has been formed! Member Care will be responsible 
for many tasks to welcome guests to our services, advertise to those looking for a church family, as well as 
supporting new and current members with things like continued Coffee Fellowship and Senior 
Somethings. If you are interested in joining us, or have ideas how we can continue welcoming new 
members to GPC, please let Lauren Underwood, Gerri Sullivan-Clark or Pastor Peter Zinn know.  

 
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN REMINDER 

Submitted by Bev Fiandt 

 

We will be bagging the cookies for staff and shut-ins after worship on December 11th. We are in need of 
cookies and helpers in the Board Room that day! Break out your favorite Christmas cookie recipe and bring 
in few dozen cookies to share the joy and blessings with the staff and those that aren’t able to join us 
Sunday mornings. 
 

CHRISMON TREE 
 

Our Chrismon Tree in the Narthex has several Chrismons for gifts and some for denominations of money.  
We are trying to brighten Christmas for 8 children in 3 families. Congregation members are asked to do 
their own shopping, and bring the items back to the church wrapped by December 11th.  And do remember 
to put the tag on the outside of the package! 
 

WORDS OF WISDOM 
Submitted by Fran Mitchell  

 

 
 

 

  

The biggest communication problem 
is we do not listen to understand; 

we listen to reply. 
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Recipes  

of  

the Month 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POETRY 
Submitted by Fran Mitchell 
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BOY SCOUT NEWS 
Submitted by Dave Baker 

Liaison for BSA Troop #266 
 

BSA Troop #266 Troop Meetings are  
Thursdays from 7:00pm to 8:30 pm 

Meeting in the Fellowship Hall 
 

 

 MEETINGS THIS MONTH: December 1st, 8th and 15th NO MEETINGS 12/22 & 12/29 due to school break 
 12/2 Friday – OA LLD & Lodge Banquet at Camp Belzer. Leave GPC at 6:30pm 
 12/3 Saturday – 8:00 AM - Philmont Practice Hike at Brown County State Park 
 12/3 Saturday – 8:00 AM - Parking Fundraiser Big 10 Championship @ Lucas Oil Stadium. Leave GPC at 5:00pm 
 12/8 Thursday - Bring Scout Book for Advancement Recording @ 7:00 pm 
 12/9 Friday through 12/11 Sunday – Troop Campout at Adventure Point – Ransburg Scout Reservation. Leave GPC 

at 5:30pm Friday and return Sunday around noon.  
 12/12 Monday - Adult Committee Meeting @ 7:00 pm at GPC in the Board Room 
 12/17 Saturday – 8:00 AM - Philmont Practice Hike at Brown County State Park 

 
CUB SCOUTS #266–Meetings are every Thursday at 6 pm until 7 pm except the 4th Thursday go until 8:30  

 No meetings December 22nd or 29th due to school break 
 12/15 Thursday Patrol Leaders Meeting @ 6:00 pm at GPC in the Board Room 
 All other Activities with the Cub Scouts, See Scout Leaders for more information. 

 
BROWNIES / GIRL SCOUTS – See Leaders for information. Meetings are 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Tuesdays in Fellowship Hall - 
Time 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm Please see or call the Brownies Leaders for more Activities for the month. 
 
Anybody interested in Scouting please contact the Scout Leaders or the Church Office  
 

JUST FOR FUN 
Submitted by Fran Mitchell 
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BIRTHDAYS 
 

DECEMBER JANUARY 
3 Kay Talley 2 Debby Meek 
7 Olivia Wages 3 Michelle Houston 
8 Ralph Dunlevy 8 Clarence Grelle 
 Alyssa Jewell  Newt Talley 
10 Eleanor Mitchell 12 Emilyann Grelle 
11 Rev. Peter Zinn 15 Joyce Todrank 
16 Janett Lowes 17 Debbie Deck 
 Mike Wood 20 Julie Hayes 
20 Steve Baker 22 Morris Conley 
24 Betty Kinnear 27 Lauren Underwood 
  31 Tracy Nelson 

 
SUBMISSIONS TO PRESBY PRESS:  gpc.presbypress@yahoo.com  

Or by placing in the Presby Press mailbox in the office 

Editor: Lauren Underwood 

SOCIAL MEDIA: www.facebook.com/GreenwoodPres           WEBSITE: greenwoodpres.org 
For those unable to join us in-person, we stream digital services on our Facebook page. 

https://www.facebook.com/greenwoodpres/live 

 
 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
 

The Worship AOM will offer red poinsettias for you to purchase to enhance our Sanctuary during 
Christmas. If you wish to place an order, please complete the order form below and place it in the 
Offering Plate or return to the Church office by Sunday, December 18th. The cost is $10 per plant. 
Plants will be placed in the Sanctuary through Sunday, December 25th. Please pick up your 
poinsettia(s) following Worship on December 25th or Janett Lowes will deliver it to you after 
Christmas.  

Number of poinsettias ordered @ $10 each: ____________ 

In memory of: ________________________________________________________________________ 

In honor of: __________________________________________________________________________ 

In celebration of: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Will pick-up: _______________ Please deliver: _______________ 

Ordered by: ________________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:gpc.presbypress@yahoo.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreenwoodPres
https://www.facebook.com/greenwoodpres/live

